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INTERNATIONAL  HUMAN  RIGHTS  LAW 


Professor  James  Hathaway 
Osgoode  Hall  Law  School 

1987 

Course  Description 


Enrolment :  This  seminar  is  open  to  20  students  drawn  from  the 
second  and  third  year  classes. 

Format :  This  seminar  is  divided  into  fourteen  sessions  of  three 
hours  each  offered  on  Wednesdays  from  3:00  -  6s 00  p.m.  during  the 
fall  semester  of  the  academic  year. 

Credits :  Four. 

Course  Materials :  The  required  readings  and  assignments  are 
contained  in  J.  Hathaway  and  D.  Petrasek,  International  Human 
Rights  Law:  Readings,  Problems,  and  Clinical  Exercises  (1987) 
(available  from  the  Material  Distribution  Centre) . 

Appointments :  Appointments  may  be  scheduled  with  my  secretary, 
Mr.  George  Gonsalves  (outside  room  428).  My  office  is  Room  425, 
telephone  736-5049.  Please  feel  free  to  contact  me  as  you  feel 
may  be  beneficial. 

Evaluation :  The  seminar  grade  is  comprised  of  three  parts: 

Periodic  Essays:  An  essay  assignment  will  be  made  for 
each  of  seminars  3-7  inclusive  (a  total  of  5  assignments) . 
Students  are  to  prepare  a  critical  analysis  which  responds 
directly  to  the  question  posed,  and  which  represents  the 
student's  independent  analytical  assessment  of  the  issues  raised 
by  the  question.  No  reading  other  than  the  required  weekly 
assignments  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  prepare  the  essays. 
Essays  must  be  typewritten,  and  should  not  exceed  a  length  of 
three  double-spaced  pages.  The  essays  are  due  at  the  beginning 
of  the  class  for  which  they  are  assigned,  and  will  not  generally 
be  accepted  after  that  time.  While  a  total  of  five  assignments 
will  be  made,  students  need  submit  only  four  essays  (although  all 
five  essays  may  be  submitted  in  the  student's  sole  discretion). 
The  average  grade  of  the  student's  four  best  essays  will  comprise 

50%  of  the  seminar  grade. 

Research  Memorandum:  Three  meetings  of  the  seminar 
(weeks  10,  11,  and  12)  will  involve  students  in  the  simulation  of 
the  international  human  rights  lawmaking  process.  Each  student 
will,  to  ensure  readiness  for  these  negotiations,  prepare  a 
research  memorandum  of  approximately  10  double-spaced  typed  pages 
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in  length  which  outlines  the  position  of  an  assigned  state  or 
organization  on  the  issue  under  debate.  The  memorandum  is  to  be 
submitted  not  later  than  November  2nd.  The  evaluation  of  the 
research  memorandum  will  comprise  25%  of  the  seminar  grade. 

Seminar  Participation?  Because  the  clinical  methodology 
will  be  the  primary  teaching  tool  for  the  seminar,  students  are 
expected  to  attend  and  actively  participate  in  all  classes. 
Frequent  use  will  be  made  of  simulations,  role-playing  and  other 
forms  of  active  student  participation.  Some  simulation  work  will 
occur  outside  of  seminar  hours,  especially  during  the 
consideration  of  the  international  human  rights  lawmaking  process 
(November  4  to  18  inclusive) .  In  recognition  of  the  additional 
preparation  that  this  approach  requires  of  students,  an 
evaluation  will  be  made  of  (a)  the  student's  preparedness  and 
willingness  to  contribute  to  seminar  activities  and  discussions, 
and  (b)  the  quality  of  those  interventions.  This  cumulative 
evaluation  of  participation  will  comprise  25%  of  the  seminar 

grade . 
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